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IL 



REMARKS 

Claims 1 -26 are pending in this application. By this Response, Applicant elects Group I 



(claims 1-24 and 26), with traverse. Prompt examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 



In 



of Cla 

I 
i 

paikiculars 



Speci 



m2S 



he Restriction Requirement, the Office asserts that the combination of a seal and 



suppc rt of claims 1-24 an d 26 do not require the particulars of the subcombination of the support 



. Specifically, the Office asserts that the combination as claimed does not require the 
of the subcombination as claimed, a bracket or support of another structure being 



cajiab le of supporting the claimed seal. In addition, the Office asserts that the subcombination 
ha4 sqparaie utility. 

Applicant submits that there are grounds that justify searching the two Groups together. 



ically, Applicant submits that the subject matter of Group I (claims 1-24 and 26) and 



Grpup II (claim 25) are sufficiently related that a thorough search for the subject matter of the 
Group I in vention would encompass a search for the subject matter of the Group II invention. 
Thus, it is respectfully submitted that the search and examination of Group T will 



an en 



j 



encjOE >pass aU of the subject matter of Group II, and thus a search for both Groups could be made 
wiljho it se ious burden. See MPEP § 803, in which it is stated: "if the search and examination of 



ire application can be made without serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on the 



merit; , even though it includes claims to distinct or independent inventions." It is respectfully 
sulim: tted mat this policy should apply in the present application in order to avoid unnecessary 



delky 



10/624,33* 



and expense to Applicant and duplicative examining by the Office. 
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Appli 
numb 



:ants, the Examiner is invited to contact Applicants* undersigned representative at the 



sr listed below. 



Date: 



Hofftian 



ThtedE 
Albai 
(518) 
(51 



famick & D' Ale$$andro LLC 
;-C6mm Square 
Albariy, N<Uv York 12207 
449^0044 
8) 449-0047 (fax) 



10/624,33f 



In 1 Hew of the foregoing, Applicant respectful ly requests withdrawal of the Restriction 
Requirement between Groups I and II. Should the Examiner require anything further from 




Respectfully submitted, 

Spencer K. Warnick 
Reg. No. 40,398 
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